Terrorism is a global phenomenon that over the last 44 years more than 140,000 terrorist events have been carried out. In 
There is not a consensual definition of terrorism that encompasses attacks, whether against civilian noncombatants or armed military (Ranstorp 2007) . One of the most widely used definitions of terrorism is provided by the U.S. Department of State. According to the definition included in the Title 22 of the U.S. Code, Section 2656f(d), "terrorism is premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by subnational groups and clandestine agents, usually intended to influence an audience". The term "noncombatant" includes civilians and the military personnel who are unarmed or not on duty (U.S. Department of State 2004) . While the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) defines terrorism as "the unlawful use of force or violence against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives". Both definitions of terrorism share a common theme: The use of violence intended to influence a course of action that furthers a political or social goal.
Definitions of terrorism used in the social sciences also vary as to whether terrorism includes attacks against only "noncombatant" targets or whether terrorism is also a tactic of warfare used by sub-national groups against all citizens of a state, whether civilian or military, including attacks against an "armed" military (Ranstorp 2007) . According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), if terrorism is defined strictly in terms of attacks on non-military targets, a number of attacks in military installations and soldiers residences could not be included in the statistics. In the academia arena, a definition of terrorism was proposed initially by Schmid and Jongman (1988) and referred to an anxiety-inspiring method of repeated violent action, employed by (semi-) clandestine individual, group, or state actors, for idiosyncratic, criminal, or political reasons, whereby-in contrast to assassination-the direct targets of violence are not the main targets. Schmid and Jongman pointed out that the immediate human victims of violence are generally chosen randomly (targets of opportunity) or selectively (representative or symbolic targets) from a target population, and serve as message generators. Also, threat-and violence-is based on communication processes among terrorist (organization), (imperiled) victims, and main target (audiences), turning it into a target of terror, a target of demands, or a target of attention, depending on whether intimidation, coercion, or propaganda is primarily sought. While there is not a formal definition, the fact is that terrorism, in terms of violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets, is actually considered a global phenomenon (Institute for Economics & Peace 2014) that continues to pose a major threat to international peace and security and undermines the core values of the United Nations (UNODC 2016). Since 1970, more than 140,000 terrorist events have occurred in 207 different countries using mainly explosives, bombs, dynamite, and firearms, causing around 310,000 civilians killed. In addition to the devastating human cost of terrorism, in terms of lives lost or permanently altered, terrorist acts aim to destabilize governments and undermine economic and social development, so addressing this threat is that much more difficult given the complex and constantly evolving dynamics of terrorist activity (UNODC 2016) . Although terrorism has been present in social life for decades, only after the World Trade Center Attacks of September 11, 2001 , did the topic gain new significance as a sociopolitical phenomenon and as a method of warfare (Vos Fellman, Bar-Yam, and Minai 2015) . The authors propose that measuring the correlation between socio-economic and political indicators and the terrorism activity, they can estimate some drivers that need attention paid by governments in order to prevent terrorism. The aim of this study is to analyze empirically the correlation between the global terrorist attacks and the wellbeing of countries in terms of narcotrafic, religious diversity, voice and accountability, political stability and absence of violence, government effectiveness, regulatory quality, rule of law, and control of corruption indicators. This study is based on data from the Global Terrorism Database (GTD), produced by the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), the Afghanistan Opium Survey 2015 (UNODC 2015) , the Religious Diversity Index (RDI 2015) (Johnson and Grim 2013) , and the dataset Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI 2015) . GTD is an open-source database including information on terrorist events around the world from 1970 through 2014 (with additional annual updates planned for the future) that includes systematic data on domestic as well as transnational and international terrorist incidents that have occurred during this time period (GTD 2015) . Afghanistan Opium Survey 2015 was implemented by the Ministry of Counter Narcotics (MCN) of Afghanistan in collaboration with the UNODC. The survey results provide a detailed picture of the outcome of the current year's opium season and together with data from previous years, enabling the identification of medium-and-long-term trends in the evolution of the illicit drug problem in Afghanistan. The Religious Diversity Index (RDI 2015) , scores for countries, regions, and the world based on the shares of eight major world religions (Buddhism, Christianity, folk or traditional religions, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, other religions considered as a group, and the religiously unaffiliated). It is a version of the Herfindahl-Hirschman Index, which is used in various fields to measure the degree of concentration of human or biological populations as well as organizations. The Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI 2015) are a research dataset summarizing the view on the quality of governance provided by a large number of enterprise, citizen, and expert survey respondents in industrial and developing countries. These data are gathered from a number of survey institutes, think tanks, non-government organizations, international organizations, and private sector firms. The indicators are aggregated in six dimensions of governance: voice and accountability, political stability and absence of violence/terrorism, government effectiveness, regulatory quality, rule of law, and control of corruption. Details on the underlying data source, the aggregation method, and the interpretation of the indicators, can be found in the WGI methodology (Kaufmann, Kraay, and Mastruzzi 2010) . This paper is prepared as follows: The analysis of the countries and cities most impacted by terrorist groups in the period from 1970 to 2014 is presented in Section 2. The main interrelationships between terrorism attacks and national wellbeing indicators in the post-2001 context are evaluated in Section 3. The dynamic evolution of terrorist groups is characterized in Section 4. The actual international counter-terrorism efforts are analyzed and the development of public policy for preventing effectively terrorism based on CAS (complex adaptive system) perspective is suggested in Section 5. Finally, the concluding remarks are presented in Section 6.
THE COUNTRIES AND CITIES MOST IMPACTED BY TERRORIST GROUPS FROM 1970 TO 2014
On the one hand, in the period from 1970 to 2001, the five countries most impacted by terrorist groups were Colombia (6,548 attacks), Peru (6,029 attacks), El Salvador (5,320 attacks), United Kingdom (4,324 attacks), and India (3,459 attacks), followed by Spain 
THE MAIN RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN TERRORIST ATTACKS AND NATIONAL WELLBEING INDICATORS IN THE POST2001 CONTEXT
One way to estimate the influence of the socio-economic and political national conditions on the terrorism activity, and vice versa, is evaluating their interrelationships. The authors start analyzing the evolution of terrorist attacks against the evolution of the opium cultivation in the specific case of Afghanistan. Based on data from the Afghanistan Opium Survey 2015, the total area under opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan was estimated at 224,000 hectares in 2014, a total increment of 7% from the previous year. The vast majority (89%) of opium cultivation took place in nine provinces in Afghanistan's southern and western regions, which include the country's most insecure provinces (UNODC 2015) . A significant relationship between the opium cultivation and the terrorism activity in Afghanistan is observed. In the post-2001 context, the terrorist activity in Afghanistan increased dramatically as well as the number of hectares of opium cultivation. Hilmand remained Afghanistan's major opium-cultivating province, followed by Kandahar, Farah, and Nangarhar. In these provinces, the terrorism activity has also increased over the last decade. For example, Kandahar occurred 284 incidents, while in Farah almost 49 terrorist incidents were recorded. The Religious Diversity Index (RDI 2015) was analyzed for the four most attacked countries by terrorist groups in the 2010 year, in order to determine if religion has been a driver for terrorism in such countries. In this direction, Iraq and Afghanistan as the countries most affected by terrorist attacks in the post-2001 context have the lowest value in RDI. That means, one religion (Muslim) is predominant in these two countries. Contrary, in the case of India, the increasing intensity of terrorism activity is developed in a multi-religion context, coexisting Christians, Muslims, and Hindus (see Table 1 ).
The voice and accountability indicator (WGI 2015) reflects perceptions of the extent to which a country's citizens are able to participate in selecting their government, as well as freedom of expression, freedom of association, and a free media. In this case, the terrorist activity in the four countries increased from 2005 but the voice and accountability indicator just increased dramatically in 2011. So, this socio-political indicator does not correlate with the number of terrorist incidents (see Figure 1) .
From the socio-political and governance aspects analyzed, five indicators show a significant relationship with the number of terrorist attacks in the case of the four most attacked countries, Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India by terrorist in the post-2001 context. The indicators are: political stability and absence of violence/terrorism, government effectiveness, regulatory quality, rule of law, and control of corruption. The political stability and absence of violence and terrorism indicator (WGI 2015) , measure perceptions of the likelihood of political instability and/or politically-motivated violence, including terrorism. This socio-political indicator shows a significant correlation with the number of terrorist incidents in the case of Pakistan and India from 2008, Afghanistan from 2011, and Iraq from 2012 (see Figure 2) .
The government effectiveness indicator (WGI 2015) reflects perceptions of the quality of public services, the quality of the civil service, and the degree of its independence from political pressures, the quality of policy formulation and implementation, and the credibility of the government's commitment to such policies. This governance indicator shows a strong relationship with the number of terrorist incidents in the case of Iraq from 2002, Pakistan and India from 2008, and Afghanistan from 2011 (see Figure 3) . The reg reflects perc formulate regulations developmen significant c incidents in in the case (see Figure 4 The rule perceptions confidence i particular t property rig the likelih socio-politic correlation w the case of P 2002 (see Fi
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The Control Context. effectively prevent terrorism, based on the insights of this study, the authors recommend that governments need to recognize the terrorism as a social phenomenon motivated by political-ideological drivers that emerge from the lowest values in political stability and absence of violence/terrorism, government effectiveness, regulatory quality, rule of law, and control of corruption indicators. So, the authors suggest counter-terrorism policymaking must be based on the improvement of global socio-political conditions. But these conditions are complex and multifactorial, and their motivations are constantly changing, so the traditional counter-terrorism efforts such as international efforts are infeasible in affecting life satisfaction of citizens. So, it is necessary to adopt the CAS perspective for developing public policy in order to prevent effectively terrorist activity (Elliot and Kiel 2004; Bousquet 2012) . A CAS by definition is "a system in which large networks of components with no central control and simple rules of operation give rise to complex collective behavior, sophisticated information processing, and adaptation via learning or evolution" (Mitchell 2009 ). In this case, public policy needs to be seen as affecting a complex evolving system, the networks formed by terrorist groups at global level, which cannot be controlled, but while it cannot be controlled, it can be influenced, and policy makers, have to continually think how to work with evolutionary pressures, and try to guide those pressures toward desirable ends (Colander and Kupers 2014) , the minimization of the terrorist activity.
CONCLUSIONS
In this study, the authors analyzed empirically the correlation between the global terrorist attacks and national wellbeing indicators in the post-2001 context. The political stability and absence of violence/terrorism, government effectiveness, regulatory quality, rule of law, and control of corruption indicators showed a strong relationship with terrorism activity in the case of Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India by terrorist. Additionally, in the specific case of Afghanistan, the terrorist activity increased dramatically as well as the number of hectares of opium cultivation after 2001. Related to the effect of religious diversity on terrorist activity, it is carried out in one-religion as well as in multi-religion contexts. The perceptions of the extent to which a country's citizens are able to participate in selecting their government, as well as freedom of expression, freedom of association, and a free media do not correlate with the number of terrorist incidents.
The authors consider that their findings can support the design of new strategies for preventing terrorist activities taking into account certain socio-economic and political drivers. As such drivers are complex and multifactorial, and their motivations, financing, methods of attack, and choice of target are constantly changing, so the traditional counter-terrorism efforts such as international efforts are infeasible to respond to collective crises generated by the terrorist attacks affecting life satisfaction in public spaces. In conclusion, it is necessary to adopt the CAS approach to provide a new way of thinking about terrorism.
